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Figure 3-12
Phases of the RI/FS Process for an NPL

Property
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From
∗ Preliminary Assessment of Eligibility
∗ Site Inspection
∗ NPL Listing

Scoping of the RI/FS
∗ Collect & analyze existing data
∗ Identify initial project/operable unit, likely response

scenarios, & remedial action objectives
∗ Initiate Federal/State ARAR identification
∗ Identify initial Data Quality Objectives (DQOs)
∗ Prepare project plans

Site Characterizations
∗ Conduct field investigation
∗ Define nature and extent of contamination

(waste types concentrations, distributions)
∗ Identify Federal/State chemical &

location-specific ARARs
∗ Conduct baseline risk assessment

Treatability Investigations
∗ Perform bench or pilot treatability

tests as necessary

Development and Screening of Alternatives
∗ Identify potential treatment technologies

containment/disposal requirements for residuals or
untreated waste

∗ Screen technologies
∗ Assemble technologies into alternatives
∗ Screen alternatives as necessary to reduce number

subject to detailed analysts
∗ Preserve an appropriate range of options
∗ Identify action-specific ARARs

Detailed Analysis of Alternatives
∗ Further refine alternatives as necessary
∗ Analyze alternatives against the nine criteria
∗ Compare alternatives against each other

To:
∗ Remedy selections
∗ Record of decision
∗ Remedial design
∗ Remedial action


